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Scholarship in Service





What is the Word of God?








All truth comes


from the Word.





Discerned by Community


over Wider Area





The Word was in the beginning;  the Word was with God and the Word was God.  Right at the beginning He was with God.  All things came into existence through Him.


— John 1:1-3a
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The LORD's voice is mighty and marvelous. — Psalm 29:4





What is the primary function of the Word of God?





Creation.





Genesis 1 emphasizes this and reemphasizes it by showing God speaking, and whatever God speaks, becomes so.  Psalm 33:6-9 makes this explicit.





Psalm 104 first emphasizes the power of God's spoken Word (Psalm 104:7), and then the continuing nature of God's creative activity.  Jesus is the Word made flesh (John 1:1-3; 14), the ultimate form of God's message to humanity (Hebrews 1:1-3).





Even salvation is an example of God's creative power in action, this time through the Word made flesh.  "Anyone who belongs to Christ is a new person.  The past is forgotten, and everything is new."  — 2 Corinthians 5:17 (CEV).





What does the teaching that everything is created by the Word of God imply about the natural world?


While we cannot get the same information from studying nature that we can through God's revealed Word in scripture and through the gift of prophecy, we can get truth which comes from studying the Word of God in action.





When we engage in scientific study truthfully and honestly, we are studying the Word of God.  We can approach it with prayer, reverence, and an openness to what God wants us to learn.





What ways other than examining creation give us access to the Word of God?





In the past God has spoken to us in many ways.  He has sent angels (Genesis 18), He has spoken directly (Genesis 22, Exodus 19:16-25), He has given visions (Ezekiel 1, Isaiah 6, Acts 10) and dreams (Matthew 2:19 & 20), and through direct prophetic utterances.





Many of these are recorded in the Bible and throughout Christian history.





What acts of inspiration or Holy Spirit guidance are required to make a piece of writing Scripture?





Someone must receive the Word from the Lord.  Listeners must then receive that communication as a Word.  Without the inspiration of the listeners, the Word cannot become scripture.





It must then be passed to the broader community—other churches, synagogues or other centers of worship.  Further, it must be found to be applicable over a long period of time.





There is no single set of characteristics of the original writing.  A great variety of types of literature have become scripture.  Some of the historical books of the Bible, such as Kings and Chronicles, bear evidence that they were written based on existing chronicles.  The writer researched, compiled and organized his material.





All of this happens under the guidance of the Holy Spirit.





How does a message get identified as the Word of God?





When the body of Christ (the church universal) receives scripture as authoritative, then it becomes scripture.  No single group or denomination can make new scripture.  They may have Word(s) from the Lord, but those do not have the authority of the Bible without the acceptance of the whole body.
























































See also:





The Authority of the Bible


Spiritual Gifts:  Prophecy
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Received by Hearers





Discerned by Hearers





Communicated by Prophet





Received by Prophet





Word of God










































































Scripture





God's Creative Word

















         











Your word is a lamp that gives light wherever I walk.  — Psalm 119:105
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through History





Received as Authoritative


by the Body





Holy Spirit guides throughout the process





The Word of God must still be received by the individual reader through the power of the Holy Spirit, and applied in one's life.





The Word may be received as a prophetic utterance, a vision, a dream, various words, or even an impression.





The prophet may communicate verbally, in writing, or through other means.  Ezekiel illustrated his messages very graphically.





If the hearers do not accept the Word, they will suffer the consequences (1 Kings 22).





A Word may be accepted by a local community and may be true and applicable to them, but may not apply to the broader community.





A Word may apply to one time, but still not apply through the broader history of the Church.





When the body as a whole receives a Word as true, authoritative and valid for more than one time, it can become scripture.





Throughout this process God's Word is always God's Word and is true.  The question is always in discerning that it is God's Word and in receiving it.








The Bible





Spoken Word





Revelation





Physical World





Studied through Natural Science
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