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A good Bible version is one you read!





What does KJVO mean?


KJVO stands for King James Version Only.  There are a number of positions about the King James Version and its place in the Christian church. 





Some people grew up with the KJV and they prefer to read it.  There is absolutely nothing wrong with this.


 Some people think the KJV is the best translation available.  While this position is technically incorrect, it still does not prevent people from reading the Bible unless it is forced on someone else.  It is especially important that folks who prefer the KJV remember that many people cannot understand it.


Some people believe that the KJV is the sole word of God in the English language.   Often they also conclude that one cannot even be saved through reading another version or by hearing the gospel preached from another version.


KJVO refers to the third group of people.  While this pamphlet will argue that the KJV is not the best translation available today, it is not intended to attack anyone for use of the KJV.  The KJV is a fine version, perhaps the greatest single accomplishment in the history of Bible translation.  It deserves our great respect.


But it is still only a translation.


Why don't you believe that God can preserve his word faithfully in the English language?


God can do anything. The correct question is what God has done.  Believing that God has not performed an act does not believe God cannot perform the act.  God could have chosen to make the earth a cube in space.  He has not.  God could have given the Bible to English-speaking people who would have written it in that language.  He did not.  He could have preserved it word for word in all manuscripts.  He did not.  He could have made a single, indisputable text to which all others could be compared and known as counterfeit.  He did not.





God has faithfully preserved His message, but He has chosen to do so providentially in preserving many manuscripts and in calling people to translate the Bible for many people in language that they can understand.





When the people returned to their homes, they celebrated by eating and drinking and by sharing their food with those in need, because they had understood what had been read to them.  — Ezra 8:12





What is the basis for the KJV-Only position?





The KJV-Only position is defended by simply claiming that the KJV is the sole word of God, and then attacking other translations by comparing them to the text of the KJV.  This is known as circular reasoning and/or begging the question.





There is no text of scripture that speaks about modern Bible translations.  There is no scriptural basis for the KJV-Only position at all.





The passages quoted in support of the KJV-Only position refer to the preservation of God's word—but the preservation of God's word is not at issue.  The question is where can we find it today?





Why can't we just ignore the KJV-Only argument?  What's wrong with the KJV?





The main problem with the KJV today is that its language is archaic and people do not understand it clearly.  People also find it hard to read.  Claims that the KJV is actually easier to understand than the modern versions are simply ludicrous.  The effort to push people back to the KJV is not a movement in favor of the authority of the Bible, but is rather against it.  Use of the KJV will reduce, rather than increase the knowledge of the gospel message.





In addition, while the KJV was an excellent translation based on the knowledge of its time, new manuscripts and new linguistic discoveries have been made since then that have clarified many passages that were unclear.


None of this means that the KJV is a bad translation.  It does mean that there are many translations that are better for modern readers because they are written in clearly understandable language.  They use the best tools available to make God's word clear.





Worshiping the LORD is sacred; he will always be worshiped.  All of his decisions are correct and fair.  They are worth more than the finest gold and are sweeter than honey from a honeycomb.  By your teachings, Lord, I am warned; by obeying them, I am greatly rewarded.


— Psalm 19:9-11


I take the KJV-Only position on faith alone. I realize it seems foolish to worldly judgment, but I know in my heart that it's true. Why do you attack my faith?


If you take the KJV to be the sole word of God on faith alone, and for yourself alone, then there is no problem.  The problem is when you then condemn someone else for not holding the same view, or try to force someone to study the Bible from the KJV only.





The church is dying for lack of a knowledge of the scriptures, and the effort to make people dependent on a version that they don't understand helps prevent people from studying.  Instead of trying to force people to use a version that is archaic, we should be making every effort to making the Bible more available and more understandable.


Who are you to question the translators of the King James Version?


Who are any of the KJVO advocates to question the translators of any of the modern versions?  We should be grateful to God for all of the people He has called into the difficult task of making His message available to people in language that they can understand clearly.





Your word is the truth.


— John 17:7





For more information see:


What's in a Version?  Also from Energion Publications.
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